
Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) purchased two 
separate tracts of land totaling 141 acres along the Yachats River in 
1980.  The primary purpose of the acquisition was to provide forage for 
elk and deer and to reduce elk depredation on neighboring farmland. The 
properties include managed pastures, restored wetlands, riparian habitats, 
meadows, portions of the Yachats River and spruce/fir forestlands. One 
of the tracts provides access for hunters to adjacent Siuslaw National 
Forest lands; and, access by anglers to the Yachats River.  The properties 
provide wildlife viewing opportunities for the public. There is no formal 
name or Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR’s) specifically for these 
properties.  
 
Since the time of purchase, the lands have been managed by the 
Northwest (NW) Region habitat crew in Adair, the North Coast 
Watershed District (NCWD) fish and wildlife staff in Newport, with 
assistance from numerous volunteers and volunteer groups. 
 
Hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing and hiking have been welcomed on 
these properties.  There are no developed roads or facilities on the 
properties, only access for farming equipment.  The Yachats River Road, 
a Lincoln County road, bi-sects one of the two tracts. There is a bridge 
over the Yachats River for an old, gated forest service road which allows 
management access to one field. The second tract of land is located 3.5 
air miles east and is only accessible by the public on foot either through 
Forest Service land or with permission through an adjacent private 
property owner. 
 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

Communication with local fish and wildlife sports groups, ODFW 
volunteers, other interested citizens, and the Wagner family. 

ISSUE 1 
 

WHETHER TO ADOPT A FORMAL NAME FOR ODFW 
PROPERTY IN THE NORTH COAST WATERSHED 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
Adoption of a Formal Name: 
The ODFW properties along the Yachats River are unnamed and were 
purchased from willing sellers over 30 years ago.  They have been 
intensively managed by ODFW primarily for big game habitat and also 
for wildlife diversity. 
  
Tami Wagner, an assistant district wildlife biologist with the NCWD, 
devoted a large portion of her 16 years in the position, managing these 
properties.  She adopted the philosophies and goals of the NW region 
habitat crew to manage the property not just to maximize its wildlife 
habitat potential, but also in an aesthetic manner.  Tami not only devoted 



many hours of physical labor planting plants, mowing, and controlling 
non-native plants, but also organizing the hundreds of hours put in by 
ODFW volunteers and sporting groups.  Sporting groups who provided 
manpower include the Longview Hills Fishing Club, Oregon Hunters 
Association (OHA) Lincoln County Chapter, Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation (RMEF) Willamette Valley and Lincoln County chapters, 
and the Central Coast Fly Fishers.  
 
In October of 2010, Tami organized two field trips for sports groups 
interested in volunteering to help manage the habitats on these 
properties.  Shortly after the first of these field trips, Tami was killed in a 
vehicle crash as she was transporting equipment and fertilizer to the 
property.  Shortly thereafter, several people including volunteers of these 
organizations suggested naming these currently unnamed properties after 
Tami because of the devotion and passion she had for her job and these 
properties.  The establishment of a formal name will not change the 
management goals for the properties.  
 
The proposed naming of this wildlife area would honor and recognize 
Tami’s commitment to these properties and her position with Fish and 
Wildlife. 
 
 

 
OPTIONS 
 

 
1.  Adopt rule for a formal name.   
2.  Do not adopt rule for a formal name. 
 

  
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Option 1 

 
 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Division 008 as proposed by staff. 
 

Upon Filing 


